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Rancho Cielo Construction Academy 

students earned national attention in 

cto er  a ter their ele ant  ener y e ficient 
odular ho e won first place at the ran e 

County Sustainability Decathlon.

The event showcased innovative housing solu-

tions by students from 15 colleges and universities. 

Rancho Cielo was the smallest school to com-

pete  hrou h a start up called e us ousin  
the alinas tea  drew support ro  ayward 
u er  cudder oofin  on hapin o pany  

Ferguson and many other local businesses.

EcoLogic Architects Founder Thomas 

ettenwender spearheaded the pro ect
 lot o  housin  is incredi ly e pensi e  

If we can rethink how we do things, we can 

rin  costs down and ha e a lastin  i pact  
he says. “The most sustainable measure of all 

is to educate our youth
About 40 Rancho Cielo vocational students 

helped uild the s uare oot ho e  which 
has an ad anced air filtration syste  fire resistant 
eatures  solar power  and onus lo t and patio 
space  articipants ained confidence throu hout 
the construction  presentation and ud in  process

“When the students started seeing us win, 

they ust loo ed  ettenwender says
he co pleted ho e will anchor a planned 

13-unit ecovillage at Rancho Cielo, and it’s one 

o  our e us ousin  odels a aila le or 
pu lic preorder

he pro ect really has opened our eyes to 
what s possi le  and we re e cited to row  
Rettenwender says.

To view house plans and support the project, 

please visit www.nexushousing.org.

Part of the Rancho Cielo Team stands proudly in front of their project, the Nexus_01 
House, or which they won first place in the range County ustainability ecathlon.Rancho Cielo 
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